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Welcome to a new kind of New Orleans talk show.

Veteran journalist Keith Spera has conducted thousands of interviews with everyone from 
Jerry Seinfeld to Janet Jackson to Billy Joel. Those interviews inform his award-winning 
work for The Times-Picayune newspaper and its affi liated website, NOLA.com.

In Let’s Talk With Keith Spera, a weekly talk show from WLAE-TV and LAE Productions
premiering in summer 2023, he invites viewers to sit in on his conversations. He’ll chat 
with a cross-section of New Orleanians who are infl uential, interesting or both: musicians, 
media fi gures, business and religious leaders, athletes, actors, attorneys, politicians, chefs, 
etc. 

Spera functions as a stand-in for viewers by asking the sorts of always-wanted-to-
know questions that might come up during a chance encounter in a bar. His more casual 
approach – you’ll never see him in a coat and tie – is substantive but not stuffy, which 
allows subjects to relax and open up about themselves, what they do and why. Avoiding the 
typical questions also avoids the usual sound bites and policy positions. 

As a result, viewers see a fresh, more personal side of each interviewee and his or her 
insights, attributes and anecdotes – who they are as people, not just who they are in public. 
Let’s Talk turns down the temperature on oft-overheated public discourse while having a
little fun and providing a new lens through which to view New Orleans and its denizens. 

So please join us, and Let’s Talk.



Executive Producers Jim Dotson and Ron Yager are 
the power team responsible for dozens of award-
winning fi lms and series for WLAE. Their individual and 
collaborative careers include extensive experience and 
expertise producing entertaining and informative content 
for television audiences.

Their Telly award-winning fi lms, Fats Domino – Walkin’ Back 
to New Orleans, Leah Chase: The Queen of Creole Cuisine 
and the Emmy-Award winning A Tribute to Toussaint and 
Irma Thomas: The Soul Queen of New Orleans have enjoyed 
national distribution through American Public Television 
and NETA (National Educational Telecommunications 

Association), and George Dunbar: Mining the Surfaces and Batt legrounds: The Lost 
Community of Fazendeville are receiving statewide distribution through all Louisiana 
Public Broadcasting affi liate stations. Most of these fi lms are also available worldwide 
on WLAE’s YouTube Channel, @WLAETV.

Some of LAE’s most highly acclaimed television series include their multi-Emmy Award-
winning travel series Go Coast: Louisiana which celebrates Louisiana music, food and 
culture and runs locally on WLAE and statewide on LPB, Aff ordable Housing Matt ers 
with Norman Robinson, Inside New Orleans Sports with Eric Asher, and Coping Today, a 
mental health program presented by the University of Holy Cross. Ron and Jim invite 
you to be a supporting partner in WLAE’s newest weekly entertainment series, Let’s Talk 
with Keith Spera. 

A New Orleans native, Host and Producer Keith 
Spera has spent his entire career telling the stories of 
his hometown, especially its musical community. In 
addition to numerous national feature-writing awards, 
he was a member of The Times-Picayune’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Hurricane Katrina coverage team. His 
acclaimed book Groove Interrupted: Loss, Renewal and 
the Music of New Orleans (2011, St. Martin’s Press) is an 
intimate portrait of some of the city’s most prominent 
musicians recovering from challenges that threatened 
to silence them. For years, he appeared each week 
on WWL-TV’s morning show and is a frequent guest on local radio and TV. He’s also 
provided commentary and expertise in numerous documentaries, including WLAE-TV’s 
Irma Thomas: The Soul Queen of New Orleans and Fats Domino: Walkin’ Back to New 
Orleans. He lives in New Orleans with his wife, three children and a dog named Goose, 
all of whom occasionally turn up in his stories. 



BECOME A PARTNER

DIAMONDDIAMOND
$24,000

Opti onal 10 to 15-second spot during program breaks
Logo/donor name with opti onal tagline in opening/closing credits
Framed show poster, 
Logo with hyperlink on WLAE.com home page and series web page, 
Social media tags and more.

SILVERSILVER
$6,000

Listi ng in ending rolling credits
Logo with hyperlink on series web page

BRONZEBRONZE
$3,000

Listi ng in ending rolling credits
Text hyperlink on series web page

COPPERCOPPER
$2,400

Listi ng in ending rolling credits.

ICONICON
$30,000

Opti onal 15 to 30-second spot before and aft er show, and during program breaks 
“Presented by” credit with logo/donor name in opening/closing credits
Framed show poster
Logo with hyperlink on WLAE.com home page and series web page
Social media tags and more

GOLDGOLD
$12,000

Text listi ng in opening/closing credits
Show poster
Logo with hyperlink on series web page
Social media tags and more.

PLATINUMPLATINUM
$18,000

Logo/donor name in opening/closing credits 
Framed show poster
Logo with hyperlink on WLAE.com home page and series web page
Social media tags and more.

For more information, 
please contact:

Jim Dotson, Executive Producer
and Vice-President, LAE Productions
jim@wlae.com or (504) 415-0952

Educational Broadcasting Foundation, Inc. 
(DBA WLAE-TV) is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
Tax ID #72-0920100

WLAE is available on 
these services:

Cox Ch. 714 & 1014
Spectrum Ch. 11 & 711
AT&T Ch. 1032
Satellite and over the air Ch. 32
Comcast (Houma) Ch. 3 
Vision Comm. (including Grand Isle)
Ch. 32 & 1032
RTC (Reserve) Ch. 2

S C A N  C O D E 
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